PREFACE.

delights in his nominal vocation as organist.    The lady
whom Joseph Severn married, though not an artist, had a
keen sense of colour and form, and was, moreover, a woman
of culture and refinement, native and inherited.    Of their
six children, three were girls : Claudia, Mary, and Eleanor.
Of these only the third (Mrs. Furneaux) survives, and
shares in no slight degree, not only the family love of Art,
but, in particular, that of her twin-brother, Mr. Arthur
Severn, whose name is so familiar as that of a painter of
much   originality,  power, and   poetic   insight.     Claudia
Fitzroy Severn married Mr. Frederick Gale, so well known
to cricket  enthusiasts,  and   died in  1874;   in her, the
aesthetic strain betrayed itself in a delicate love and under-
standing of music.    The second daughter, Mary, showed
exceptional promise as an artist; some of her drawings had
a refinement and grace which proved her possession of a
strong and original talent; but, subsequent to her marriage
with Mr., now Sir Charles, Newton, she died untimely in
1866.   Of the three sons of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Severn,
Mr. Walter Severn, the eldest, has already had a long and
distinguished career as an artist; and in the craft of letters,
also, has proved that he has inherited something of that
literary faculty which his father had in a secondary degree.
It would be altogether inappropriate for the present writer to
dwell upon the life and achievement of Mr. Walter Severn;
while, as an artist, what better word could be said of him
than has already generously been uttered by Mr. Euskin ?*
The same reasons obviously apply in the instance of Joseph
Severn's youngest son, Arthur, to whom allusion has already
been made.   Born in London in 1841, Mr. Arthur Severn
is now in the prime of life, and is fortunate in having
sustained and enhanced the high repute which he won at
an early age.   This is neither the time nor the place to
dwell upon his devotion to the illustrious friend of whom he
*  Vide Letter of March 26th, 1875, quoted at p. 219, post.